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The 20th Annual Session of the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly 
was held from July 6-
10, 2011, in Belgrade, 
Serbia, under the gen-
e r a l  t h e m e  o f 
"Strengthening the 
OSCE's Effectiveness 
and Efficiency - A new 
start after the Astana 
Summit.". 
More than 230 parlia-
mentarians from 56 
countries voted to 
pass the Belgrade 
Declaration, a political 
document filled with 
recommendations for 
national parliaments 
and the Organization for Security and Co-
operation Europe on economic, security and 

human rights issues. The document con-
tains resolutions on issues including human 
rights in Belarus, cyber security, human traf-
ficking, hunger, internet freedom, nuclear 
safety and organ trafficking. 
One of the important topics was the issue of 
nuclear security and nuclear safety, high-
lighted by it being the 25th anniversary of the 
nuclear accident in Chernobyl, Ukraine and 
the meltdown at the Fukushima plant in Ja-
pan following the March 2011 earthquake. 

Mr. Goldring brought 
attention to Canada’s 
significant contribu-
tions to complete 
safety and stabiliza-
tion work at the Cher-
nobyl plant since the 
1986 disaster - our 
recent pledge of $30 
million over the next 
four years for a new 
containment structure 
will bring our overall 
aid contributions to 
Chernobyl at $105 
million. The support 
for a strong recovery 
of communities af-
fected by nuclear fall-

out is a responsibility that the international 
community should hold close, and this is ex-
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actly what the OSCE has realized in a pledge 
to build a new containment structure for 
Chernobyl.  
Certainly, the earthquake in Japan and its 
devastation of the Fukushima nuclear plant 
have served to remind us of the importance 
of vigilance regarding our safety precautions.   
As a global leader in the supply of nuclear 
energy and production of nuclear reactors, 
Canada has under-
taken its responsibili-
ties in this respect, in-
cluding a legislative 
framework that gov-
erns health, safety, 
security and the envi-
ronment in the nuclear 
sector. 
For example, the Ca-
nadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission also 
plays an important role 
in regulating the use of 
nuclear energy and 
materials, as well as 
respecting Canada’s 
international commit-
ments on the peaceful use of nuclear energy. 
Mr. Goldring believes that if the disasters of 
Chernobyl and Fukishima have taught us 
anything it is the pressing importance of bet-
ter preparedness as an international commu-
nity. Collaborative efforts can ensure a more 
rapid notification of governments when natu-
ral disasters take place in order to better co-
ordinate international assistance to affected 
areas of disasters and to attract foreign in-
vestment to spur the redevelopment of hard-

hit communities.   
An increased vigilance for preventative 
measures and environmental precautions 
should be made with the consideration that 
nuclear power is a strong, reliable and safe 
energy alternative when proper safety 
measures are in place. 
The fact that 35 per cent of Europe’s energy 
is derived from nuclear energy was also an 

important considera-
tion to take into ac-
count, and we 
worked together to 
ensure that the prac-
tical and important 
considerations for 
global energy and 
safety were at the 
forefront of our dis-
cussions on nuclear 
safety and prepared-
ness.  
Mr. Goldring also 
made a priority of 
speaking to the 
OSCE Assembly on 
food security and the 

promotion of sustainable agricultural devel-
opment in the impoverished countries of the 
world. 
Representing the Government of Canada 
Mr. Goldring has had the opportunity to view 
first-hand the importance of supporting farm-
ers and agriculture in countries such as Haiti 
and Ghana. If a people cannot feed them-
selves due to high prices, crop failure or 
both they will inevitably turn to violence as a 
solution. The stronger, the more developed 
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and sustainable is the agriculture sector, the 
greater the agricultural production, and the 
more effectively poverty and its associated 
afflictions of malnutrition and poor health are 
reduced. 
He brought attention to Canada’s Food Secu-
rity Strategy that focuses on bringing support 
to the ability of farmers to cope with climate 
change, on improving governance in order to 
strengthen agricultural 
coordination and ac-
countability, on miti-
gating the effect of 
high energy prices on 
the agricultural sector, 
and the element of 
vu lnerabi l i ty  and 
safety that is funda-
mentally tied to food 
security.  
With these principles 
in mind, he stressed 
that the access to edu-
cation, peace, stability 
and economic security 
of communities are 
inextricably tied to 
food security and the responsible use of agri-
cultural land. These principles were evident 
in Canada’s support for a successful irriga-
tion project in Haiti, untying its good aid 
budget, and in our government’s support to 
strengthen Ghana’s Ministry of Food and Ag-
riculture. Food security is a fundamental pre-
cursor to development and he was glad to 
see it at the forefront of OSCE priorities.  
With incidents in recent years involving illegal 
human trafficking and criminal activity, the 
Canadian people are all too aware of the 

pressing challenges posed by this growing 
criminal activity. Mr. Goldring’s colleague 
Joy Smith, Member of Parliament for Kil-
donan-St. Paul in Manitoba has been at the 
forefront of the efforts. Constituents have 
contacted him about their views on this im-
portant matter, and he is very aware of 
these changing challenges that face our so-
ciety and our obligations to those victims of 
this trafficking, recently coined as ‘modern 

day slavery’.   
When considering 
the implications of 
this trafficking for the 
OSCE, he spoke to 
bring awareness to 
bring important atten-
tion to the victims of 
this criminal activity. 
There is a pressing 
need for effective leg-
islation and effective 
enforcement mecha-
nisms that will target 
perpetrators and pro-
tect the victims of the 
despicable practice, 
and our responsibility 

as a security organization should surely re-
flect these pressing needs.  
As this is an international criminal problem it 
is important to have transnational solutions. 
Canada acting alone cannot end this 
scourge on humanity – it is through organi-
zations like the OSCE that the practice can 
be ended and the criminals brought to jus-
tice. There is a need for collaboration on a 
global scale to tackle organized crime and 
the activities of human smugglers. 
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It is the duty of parliamentarians of all coun-
tries to ensure that our labour markets are 
governed by appropriate regulations, and 
that any potential loopholes are rectified in 
order to prevent criminals from exploiting the 
lives of innocent people for their own finan-
cial gain. The Government of Canada has 
provided $4 million to the International La-
bour Organization to promote labour rights 
and prevent illegal labour trafficking to China.  
The issue of “frozen conflicts” in Europe was 
another pressing issue that he spoke about. 
These unresolved wars, conflicts without 
fighting but also without peace, such as the 
conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia 

over Nagorno-Karabakh, prevent growth in 
the region. 
The 20th annual parliamentary session of the 
OSCE concluded with the passing of the 
Belgrade Declaration, a political document 
of recommendations to national parliaments 
and the OSCE that contained motions on 
nuclear safety, human trafficking, world hun-
ger and the peaceful resolution of frozen 
conflicts across the world.  Mr. Goldring be-
lieves they will be playing an important role 
in our efforts to build a cooperative security 
community for the good of all people in the 
years to come.   
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Update: The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly is composed of 56 countries spanning Europe, Central 
Asia and North America, providing a forum for parliamentary diplomacy to strengthen international 
cooperation to uphold commitments on political, security, economic, environmental and human rights 
issues.  Its next meeting will be held in October, 2011. 
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